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Abstract 


Gender based Violence against women and girls are a pervasive phenomenon in the refugee 
camp of this research site. In this research area, the findings of this study indicated that, 
violence against women and girls is considered as a normal way of life among the refugee and 
women and girls in Kule Refugee Camp are daily suffering from various violence acts against 
them. Examining the Gender-Based Violence against women in kule refugee camp is the primary 
objective of this research study. Exploring the risk factors for the vulnerability women, to 
examine the economic and social condition that women in Kule Refugee Camp Vulnerable to 
GBV, as well as identifying the types of GBV encountered by women within camp setting and 
surrounding areas are the other rationales found behind the conduction of this research study. 
Feminist and Social Learning theory influenced the theoretical framework of the study. 
Exploratory research design, which is qualitative in nature, is the major research design 
employed in this study and purposive sampling technique is also used to select the participants of 
this study and to determine its sample size. The tool of data collection that the researcher used 
were in-depth interview, focus group discussions, and key informant interview, the focus group 
discussion (FGD) was conducted by respecting the rule of to prevent the spread of the (COVID 
19). In this regard the researcher facilitated the respondents to use face mask and sanitizer. In 
focus group discussion 7 women have participated. In addition to this, in a separate focus group 
discussion with 7 men refugees were participated a total number FGD for this thesis is (14) 
respondents. Again in-depth interview was carried out totally with twelve (12) women, and girls. 
The findings of this research identified four areas of violence against women and girls such as 
violence committed in physical violence, sexually, economical, and socio-cultural factors. 
However, this research also indicated that women and girls are forced to marry without their 
interests which affect them psychologically, socially, economically in refugee camp and they are 
forced marry the clan of their dead husband which make them vulnerable to GBV. The findings 
of this research further indicated that refugees have specific challenges attached to their statuses 
such as limited access to job opportunities, lack information about their new environment; these 
conditions contribute to increase the vulnerability women refugees to (GBV).Moreover, Women 
are also usually beaten by their husbands in the name of punishment and correction. Families in 
the research area give mandates for the husbands to beat their wives and as a result beating a 
wife is being treated as normal way of life among the people of this research site. To recommend 
that the governmental and non-governmental organizations should give enough attention for 
Refugee women and girls to overcome the problems occurred on them within times. They should 
hear the voices of the voiceless women and girls in the research areas. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
1. INTRODUCTION 


1.1. Background of the Study 


Gender-based violence is relevant to the humanitarian field because it is a significant and 
prevalent factor in humanitarian crises and in refugee camps(Ferris, 2007). Gender-based 
violence is deeply rooted in gender norms that discriminate and disempowered women and girls 
and because of this they are exposed to risks of exploitation and abuse in humanitarian 


emergencies (Obradovic, 2015). 


According to (UNHCR, 2018) an unprecedented 65.6 million people around the world have been 
forced from home, among them 22.5 million are refugees, and 10 million are stateless people. 
Women make up high proportions and constitute half of the global of refugee and internally 
displaced populations and suffer unique consequences of war and conflict. Among majority of 


these women and girls, children are from third world countries particularly, in Africa. 


Recent study revealed that at least 1 in 5 refugees or displaced women in Humanitarian settings 
have experienced sexual violence — this figure is even higher when considering women who 
experience violence or threats of violence by intimate partners or other family members (Unicef, 


2010) . 


The prevalent of Sexual violence towards women and girls is often widespread during conflict 
and displacement, and studies indicate that sexual violence rates may increase in post-conflict 
settings (vlachova & Biason, 2005). Women and girls attack by host community for the sake of 


finding firewood in order to cook food for their families or to sell what they gather for profit. 


Ethiopia has a long history of hosting refugees and maintains an open-door asylum policy, giving 
humanitarian’s access and protection to those seeking refuge. Ethiopia has hosted 905,831 
Refugees and asylum seekers within its borders, including the 36,185 who arrived since the start 
of 2018. Refugees mainly come from neighboring countries, making her the second largest 


refugee hosting country in Africa next to Uganda (Global Trends, 2018). 


More than 99 percent of the refugees Ethiopia host have originated from five countries South- 
Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea, Democratic Republic of Congo and Sudan (UNHCR, 2010). Refugee 
Protection and the right to asylum is not a new tradition to Ethiopia rather it is a genuine and 
deeply rooted culture. Ethiopia, hence, sets global standards for its generosity and its humanity 
with regards to hosting so many refugees. Owing to its open-door policy it allow refugees 
Inflows into the country and also allow humanitarian access and protection to those seeking 
Asylum on its territory, the country has always been generous in granting safe haven to people 
coming in need of refuge and protection irrespective of their nationality, religion or race. 


(UNHCR, 2019) 


As the refugee camps in Gambella quickly achieve their infrastructure, the camp was officially 
opened on May 2014 to receive the new arrivals, transiting mainly from Akobo, Pagak and 
Burbiey entry points. However, the camp is located in the Gambella region, Ethiopia; around 50 
km from the border to South Sudan. The population areas of origin are primarily comprised of 
refugees from South Sudanese Units, Upper Nile and Jonglei States (UNHCR, 2014:1). The 
Camp has now reached its full capacity, but the shortage of shelters remains a major challenge 


(UNHCR, 2019). 


Congolese refugee settling in Addis Ababa face different challenges and barriers and these 
barriers have caused them to be vulnerable to GBV. There is no single, simple explanation for 
vulnerability to GBV in Addis Ababa major conditions that put Congolese refugee in a 
vulnerable situation is the difficulties in learning Amharic have often made it difficult for 
Congolese refugees to communicate with the host community which leads to less socialization 


(Gella, 2019). 


GBV is prevalent among, though not specific to, conflict affected populations like refugees and 


related to multifarious levels of vulnerability of conflict and displacement (Hiba, 2018). 


Refugee women and girls are always at risk of GBV in the refugee camps of Ethiopia and attack 
by host community. Women and girls among the refugee populations do not feel empowered 
enough to be active members of community. In addition, girls still fall victim to (GBV) among 
the majority of the refugee population in Ethiopia. Hence, paying attention on the above 
evidences and seriousness of the issue, to explore different forms of Gender-Based- Violence 
against women, to identify the types of GBV encountered by women linked with Kule refugee 


camp. 


1.2Statement of the problem 


Gender-based violence against women is a widespread issue in many countries, in times of peace 
and in times of war. Many social scientist, humanitarian organization, and reformist conducted 
researches on the issues of Gender-based-violence across the world as well as in Ethiopia. 
(Mohamed, H.2018) did select study on urban refugees a human right centered approach as well 
as on the international and regional conventions on refugee protection. His findings highlights 
women refugee challenges and coping mechanisms in Addis Ababa, and the effects on the 
realization of their right to dignity, and other rights including right to life, right to health and 


well-being. 


Some researchers have attempted to look into the life of refugees/migrants living in Addis Abba. 
For instance research conducted by Selamawit Getachew (2007) looks into the social adaptation 
of Congolese women a refugee living in Addis Ababa with the host community. The study is too 
specific focusing only on Congolese women refugees who comprise not the largest urban refugee 


Community of Addis Ababa. 


The other work on refugee/migrant related issues is by (Daniel,S. 2008) did her studies on the 
socio-economic challenges of Somali refugee women, the experiences of their flight from 
Somalia into Ethiopia, their life in a refugee camp as well as in Addis Ababa, and their critical 
needs. The study indicate that major economic challenges experienced by the refugee women are 


found to be lack of income-generating skills, start-up capital for business and inadequate amount 


of monthly allowance which does not go in line with their family size and the current rising cost 


of living. 


S. Ali, (2014) did an exploratory looking into the social integration process and livelihood of 
Great Lakes Region (GLR) urban refugee women. Refugees from the region comprise 
Congolese, also Burundians, Ugandans and Rwandese, among others. He has tried to uncover the 
Social integration of refugees from the GLR which includes their livelihood strategy. 

Generally there is no sufficient study conducted on Gender-based-violence (GBV) against 
women in Ethiopia refugee camps. The majority of the researchers studied on urban refugee 
women only and how theses refugee women integrated with host community and some are done 
by selecting only one refugee nationality and the majority of the studies are done camp situation 
and the previous study lacks of gender perspective that women are affected by Gender Based 
Violence at refugee camp, due to this case my study area is not assessed by any researcher in 
terms of Gender based violence (GBV) hence, still the problem has not been eliminated or 
reduced everywhere in the refugee camps most probably in the case of Refugee camps in 
Ethiopia and in the study area, my study paid more attention to GBV at Refugee camp based, 
integration of refugees within host communities and giving spotlight only to women refugee. 
Therefore, to fill the research gaps the researcher has explore Gender Based Violence (GBV) 


against women at camp, by looking physical violence, sexual, economic and social-condition. 


1.30bjectives of the Study 


1.3.1General Objective 


The general objective of the research is to examine the Gender-Based Violence (GBV) against 


women in Kule Refugee Camp, Gambella National Regional State. 


1.3.2Specific Objectives 


This research study has the following specific objectives: 
Y To explore the risk factors for the vulnerability women in Kule Refugee Camp. 
Y To identify the types of GBV encountered by women in the Study area. 


Y To identify the social condition that women in Kule Refugee Camp Vulnerable to GBV. 
1.4Significant of the Study 


This research study can be used as a source of information for other researchers who want to 
conduct research studies on the same or related issues with this research study. It is also 
important for those who want to read about violence against women in refuges camp. In addition 
to these, the researcher of this study believes that this research (thesis) will fill the knowledge 


gap that people have in relation to the situation of women in the refugee camps. 


Furthermore, this research study will be significant appealing to different governmental and non- 
governmental organizations, associations, sociologist and other social science researchers, 
stakeholders to work better and respond to the contextual factors which aggravate the violence 
against women at refugee camps. Moreover, this research study will be important in offering 
some practical suggestion on how to minimize the problems that are associated with Gender 


Based Violence (GBV) in refugee camps. 
1.5Scope of the Study 


This research study had been trying to generate essential findings such as the vulnerability of 
Women refugees who are getting support from International Medical Crop (IMC) and United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) hereafter UNHCR who are survivor of 
GBV. This research study was conducted only in Kule Refugee Camp, which is one of the seven 
refugee camps found in Gambella Peoples’ National Regional state. This research study focused 
on women in general in Kule Refugee camp that had migrated from 2014-2017. In addition this 
research study geographically limited to Kule Refugee camp which is located in Itang Special 


Woreda of Gambella Peoples’ National Regional state. 


1.6Limitations of the Study 


Concerning limitations of this study, there were a number of problems which were encountered 
during the conduction of this research study. The first limitation of this study was lack of 
adequate information from the study participants (women refugees) about Gender Based 
Violence. This is because the topic of (GBV)is sensitive by its nature, it was difficult to study 
lived experiences of women refugees as many was afraid to speak out and share their 
experiences. Some of the study participants were also unenthusiastic to provide practical 
information due to the sensitivity of the topic. This limitation created difficulties to get 
appropriate and sufficient primary data, particularly facts which would support this research 


study. 


Because many of the study participants wanted to be paid for being involved as study 
participants, several participants were asked the researcher how they will benefit from the 


research which was being conducted and how it would help them so refused to speak. 


Furthermore, another major limitation to this research was the nationality and origin of the 
participants is from South Sudan. Due to this case the researcher was uses translator it was a 
difficult task to communicate with the woman through a third person. Lack of books and 
previously written research materials in the area of Gender Based Violence (GBV) in refugee 
Camp and lack of well documented files concerning refugee were also the other major pitfalls. 
Hence time constraints, lack of finance together with corona virus are the other major limitation 


of this study which hinders the researcher from in depth investigation of the issues. 


1.7 Definition of Key Terms 


Gender: Gender as socially constructed norms and ideologies which determine the behavior and 


actions of men and women (WDR, 2012). 


Gender Based Violence: GBV has contemporary issues over two decade ago and serious 
attention throughout the world the researcher found UNHCR definition AS cited by (Linos, et al 
2009) expanded definition of sexual and gender based violence used by United Nation Higher 
Commissioner for refugee (UNHCR) and implementing partner shall be understood to 
encompass , but not be limited to physical , sexual and psychological violence occurring in the 
family , at work , in educational institutions, and elsewhere including battering , sexual abuse , 
sexual harassment , rape, and violence harmful to women whenever it occurs ( UNHCR ) . In 
other words, GBV is instrument of coercion and prejudice, to monopolize certain groups in term 


of economic, socially and physically throughout the society. 


Refugee: According to the United Nations 1951 convention Article (1), the term refugee shall 
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apply to any person who: “... owing to well- founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside 
the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of 
the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside the country of 
his former habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is 


unwilling to return to it”. 


CHAPTER TWO 
2. LITERATURE REVIEW 


2.1Conceptualizing Key Terms 


2.1.1Gender Based Violence 


The issue of VAW was recognized globally in 1991 by the CEDAW committee as a result of 
global grassroots pressure from women’s groups. In 1993 the UN passed the United Nations 
Declaration on Elimination of Violence against Women (Azhar et al., 2012). It is a global issue 
which usually occurred in a society where women are considered as a property and dominance is 


given to a male member of the society (Babur, 2007). 


Recent studies, by the (WHO, 2005) concerns physical and sexual violence against women by 
their male ‘intimate partners’. Researchers spoke to over 24,000 women at 15 sites in 10 
countries. Depending on the location, between 15-71 per cent of the women interviewed said 


they had experienced this type of violence, which indicates that the problem is widespread. 


Hence; this is only one of forms GBV that women experience. During violent conflicts area, 
women and men experience violence in different ways, because of their gender. During recent 
conflicts in Bosnia, Liberia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, northern Uganda, Burundi, 
Darfur in Sudan, and elsewhere, rape has been used systematically as a weapon of war. In 
humanitarian contexts, such as displaced people’s camps, women and girls are especially 
vulnerable to GBV. For instance, a recent survey found that at least six out of ten women in 
northern Uganda’s largest camp for displaced people had been sexually and physically assaulted, 


threatened, and humiliated by men in the camp. 


In non-conflict emergencies, such as after the 2004 tsunami, women are also vulnerable to GBV 
and coercion. For instance, Oxfam partner organizations noticed high levels of domestic violence 
in post-tsunami camps in Sri Lanka. Because more women than men were killed by the tsunami 


in some affected areas, there is now a gender imbalance within some of the affected populations, 


with anecdotal evidence that young women are being coerced into marriages with older men 


whose wives were drowned. 
2.2What Is Being Refugee? 


The term refugee is generally used to describe persons those who need Global protection. 

As defined in the 1951 convention and 1967 protocol relating to the status of refugees, these 
persons have had to leave their country “owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for 
reasons of race, religion, and nationality, membership in a particular social group or political 
opinion”. Refugees may also be individuals fleeing the indiscriminate effects of armed conflict, 
situations of generalized violence, foreign aggression or other circumstances which seriously 
disturb public order as indicated in the 1969 OAU convention and the 1984 Cartagena 


declaration. 


The concept of refugee is highly influenced by international politics. Since refugee issue is also 
an issue of inclusion and exclusion, identity and difference, citizen and alien, insider and outsider 


the concept determine who does and who does not belongs to a certain country (Wondim, 2007). 


In general, a refugee is someone who has been dislocated or fled for various reasons. According 
to Ali, refugees are defined as “People who are forced to flee their homes due to persecution, 
whether on an individual basis or as part of a mass exodus due to political, religious, military or 
other problems”. Invariably, all human beings have a right to flee persecution as established in 


the 1951 UN Convention relating to status of a refugee. S. Ali, (2014) 


2.3Causes of Gender- Based Violence (GBV) 


The causes of GBV in some society are high and severe. STD is a lasting cause of GBV and is a 
major health problem for women and girls. Along with viewing disease as a cause of GBV, it 
should be noted that the transmission of disease can also be used as an intentionally perpetrated 


form of violence against women. 


To this regard according to (Babur, 2007) “VAW narrows women's options in almost every 
sphere of life, public and private at home, in school, in the workplace and in more community 


spaces. It limits their choices directly by destroying their health, disrupting their lives and 


constricting the scope of their activity and indirectly by eroding their self-esteem and self- 
confidence. In all of these ways, violence hinders women's full participation in society, including 
participation in the full spectrum of development.” WHO also reported that women and girls 
who Experienced violence are at risk of poor health. The stress of woman may weaken their 
immune system and result in high blood pressure and gastrointestinal problems (Packota, 2000). 
Besides all these, this is not only the women who suffer from the violence that jeopardizes their 
basic human rights, but also their children and families and that barricade in achieving equitable 


and sustainable development goals (Kabeer, 2014). 


Another study by (WHO,1997) revealed one more effect of violence on children that girls who 
witnessed violence from their male members in the home are more likely to accept the same 
violence as a normal part of marriage in future and boys who witnessed domestic violence adopt 
the same behavior to be violent male adult as husbands and fathers. UN also declared that VAW 
is harmful to families and also responsible for the outburst of other forms of inequalities in the 


societies by humiliating communities 


Many Scholars identifies the problems of women’s in to two ways extrinsic and intrinsic causes 
this indicated that majority of women over the world violated by physically, Economically, 
sexually through patriarchal society due to lack of education , political commitment from 


concerned bodies till now subordinated by male dominance . 


In this regard extrinsic causes of GBV are explained by (P. A. Ali & Gavino, 2008) as a context 
in which violence against women occurred. Male dominance and control and power hierarchies 
are some extrinsic factors of VAW. The masculine dominance; male power and control are taken 
as an honor in cultures and if a woman is getting stronger than male either in education or 
employment, he wanted to control her to stop or limit her growth and progress by using several 


forms of violent acts to maintain his supremacy (Niaz, 2003). 


(VAW) is acommon issue where males are subjected to toughness or dominance and their role 
is based on rigidity (Deyessa et al., 2010). Mostly men are the initiators of the violence in 
relationships and according to some feminist theorists violence in patriarchal society has a 


motive to make control over partner and for that multiple tactics are used for instance aggression 
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is the weapon of male to show off his strength to female to exploit weakness of women (Niaz, 


2003). 


Consequently,(Given, 2008)explained intrinsic factors in VAW as personal characteristics like 
age, education, income, the influence of personality and acceptance of Violence. (P. A. Ali & 
Gavino, 2008; Given, 2008) also added some effects as intrinsic factors like witnessing marital 
violence as a child, being abused as a child etc. The women of young age are more vulnerable to 


intimate partner violence (Abramsky et al., 2011) 


Age group between 15-19 years are more vulnerable, the prevalence of violence is lower in 
women aged 50 years because the level of confidence also enhanced in women from this age and 
the reason in low and middle-income countries, women aged 50 years and older have less levels 


of violence (WHO, 2013, p.16). 


2.4Consequences of Gender- Based Violence (GBV) 


Gender-based violence has consequences for human Right violation and unwanted pregnancy 
sexually transmitted infection (STIs) including HIV are consequence in the brooder majority of 
the society for GBV. The consequences of different type of Gender based violence include; 
political consequence, health consequences, psychological consequences, and Economic 


Consequences. (Gebreiyosus, 2014) 


According (vlachova,2005), societies tend to shift the blame to the victims and this social 
rejection results in emotional damage such as shame, self-hate, depression, or even 
stigmatization by the community. One gets a sense of the impact or consequences of GBV to the 
society, when considering the account of the victims. Among other things, this cost to society 
ranges from psychological to sexual and reproductive rights issues of women or victims. 
Furthermore, and as stated by Miller, it puts women’s health at an extremely high risk for both 
physical and psychological problems. Gebreiyosus also shares similar findings, that GBV 
impairs the health of females and its effects are numerous and severe ranging from pregnancy to 
chronic pain, sexually transmitted infections and in many cases death. One aspect that needs to 


be highlighted on the consequences of GBV, is that victims who are refugees are at an even 
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Using domestic VAW to regain masculinity is the men’s stereotypical idea (Marium, 2014). In 
recent times, as well many educated people believe that women are made for house chores and 
are abusive towards women and hence gender inequality is difficult to handle (Shastri, 2014, pp. 
27-28). Men are the bread earner and women being inferior are supposed to be at home to look 
after the household and children (Shastri, 2014) and if women receive higher education and have 
a better opportunity to contribute to family income, then they have fewer chances of being 
violated by men(Marium, 2014) If the only man works or both man and woman work then there 
are lower chances of violence, but if a woman is working and man does not work or both of them 
don’t work then there are high chances of violence by an intimate partner (Abramsky et al., 


2011). 
2.5Women Refugee as Victims of Gender Based Violence (GBV) in Refugees camp. 


The refugee crisis has increased from time to time in the contemporary society African content 
also has three of the world’s top-ten refugee-hosting states, with several factors it contribute 


vulnerability to women and children in refugee camps. 


As indicated by Gladde, it is well known that physical violence, sexual assaults, shelling and 
other forms of torture are reasons of displacement. Ludwig also states that war, civil unrest, 
torture, violence and discrimination take place several parts in the world and result in millions of 
people being displaced from their homes each year. Some examples include: Syrian refugee 
crisis, Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran refugees fleeing brutal regimes, genocide in Rwanda, and the 
crisis in South Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea, and Yemen. This has a reason for large numbers of 


internally displaced persons (IDP“s), and refugees leading to growing for humanitarian needs. 


According to UNHCR, an unprecedented 65.6 million people around the world have been forced 
from home, among them 22.5 million are refugees, and 10 million are stateless people. Women 
make up high proportions and constitute half of the global of refugee and internally displaced 
populations and suffer unique consequences of war and conflict. (O'Brien, 2017) draws on 
research from Liberia, Haiti, Cote d’Ivoire and post peace operation Sierra Leone and explains 
that there are situations where women are hungry, under stress, displaced and desperate, which 
could make them resort to ‘survival sex’. In some of these situations, it seems that the women 


took a conscious decision ‘acting to ensure their own survival and, often, the survival of their 
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families’. The women themselves coined the term ‘survival sex’, and the use of words suggests 
that the women performed this under pressure to survive, rather than as a free choice. Regardless 
of motivation and benefits women did not find this a desirable situation state O’ Brien (ibid.). 

Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya shares some of the features as the camps in Cox Bazar area. 
(Chkam, 2016) states that this camp was established in the early 1990s and has become one of 
the world’s largest. Somali population has arrived in the camp in cycles due to renewed fighting 
and harsh environmental conditions. Meant as a temporary solution the camp became a long- 
term camp after protracted displacement. (Agier, 2002) did ethnographic research in Dadaab and 
states that rape occurred commonly in the camp. Over ten cases of rape per month were reported 
to police, but that was a number everyone thought to be well below the actual number. Rape 
would happen when the women left the camp to look for firewood. In a security meeting in the 
camp Agier (ibid.) took part in prolonged discussions on providing a male escort for the women 
so they would not do the fetching of firewood alone. Somali men refused accompany the women 
to collect firewood, as they claimed they would be accused of rape themselves. Other 


perpetrators were identified to be armed gangs not belonging in the camp. 


In general all parties in this meeting asked for more security measures Agier (ibid.) observe how 
seemingly voluntarily marriages between Ethiopian men and Somali women took place in the 
camp. After the marriages, Somali women were often rejected by their Somali peers. 
Occasionally Somali gangs would take back the women forcefully, leaving the women’s children 
with the husbands, as these were not considered Somali. This seemed to be a widespread 
impunity and Agier (ibid.) does not mention any possible solutions to end this. 

(Ferris, 2007) points out that it has been a growing focus of another type of perpetrators 
engaging in sexual exploitation in humanitarian emergencies; staff from humanitarian 
organizations. The Oxfam scandal also illustrates this. Seven Oxfam employees, among them, 
the Haiti country manager were accused of sexual exploitation of young, vulnerable women and 
girls in Haiti after the earthquake in 2010 according to (Obradovic, 2015). After this several 
other humanitarian aid organizations have admitted to receive reports of sexual harassment and 
sexual exploitation conducted by their staff in humanitarian settings. Among these were 


Medicines Sans Fronti¢res (MSF) and SOS’s villages state SVT (2018). 
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(O'Brien, 2017) states that a rise in peacekeeping personnel and military personnel, acts as a 
magnet for an increase in the sex industry in the areas they are deployed in. This increase in 
demand for sexual services also results in an increase in human trafficking and forced 


prostitution according to O’Brien (ibid.). 
2.6African Refugee camp. 


(Mohammed,H.2018) cited that While Africans constitute only 12 per cent of the global 
population, at the beginning of 2005, more than a third (i.e. 2.7 million) of the world’s 9.5 
million refugees and around half of the world’s 25 million internally displaced persons are to be 
found in Africa. The total number of displaced people in Africa thus stands in the region of 15 
million. Of the 10 top ‘refugee-producing’ countries around the world, five - Sudan, Burundi, 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Somalia and Liberia - are to be found in Africa. Africa 
also has three of the world’s top-ten refugee-hosting states (Tanzania, Chad and Uganda). 17 
African states have refugee populations in excess of 50,000. According to the US Committee for 
Refugees, eight of the 20 countries with the highest ratio of refugees to local people are member 
states of the African Union (AU). With respect to IDPs, the figures are equally striking: Africa 


provides 9 of the 24 countries with the largest IDP populations. 
2.7Gender Based Violence (GBV) on Refugee women in Ethiopia. 


Ethiopia is scrutinized for the insufficient legal framework, poor law enforcement and slow court 
systems, lack of political will, limited awareness of rights and cultural norms when it comes to 
the issue of GBV to its nationality (Bryman, 2016) This indicated that the situation is more 
difficult for refugee women because they face extra forms of violence and victims by lack of 
political commitment because of their gender, refugee status affiliation in Ethiopia refugee 


camps . 


(S. Ali, 2014)women refugees in urban areas are often left in vulnerable situations because of the 
lack of legal status including work permits, language, cultural differences and discrimination 
they face. Women may live in urban areas in unhealthy conditions with lack of a2ccess to 


services such as sanitation, health care and education. 


According to (Gella, 2019) stated the condition that make Congolese refuges vulnerable to GBV. 


The study has found Congolese refugee who participates in the study saw their family members 
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killed, witnessed decapitations or mutilations, or had their property burned. Rape has also been 
widely reported. But refugees’ vulnerability does not end after they leave the conflict area. Risks 
to women and men escalate during humanitarian crises even in urban refugee settlements. 
Congolese refugee settling in Addis Ababa face different challenges and barriers and these 


barriers have caused them to be vulnerable GBV. 


There is no single, simple explanation for vulnerability GBV in Addis Ababa all though a 
number of conditions have been identified from the research findings. The major conditions that 
put Congolese refugee in a vulnerable situation is the difficulties in learning Amharic have often 
made it difficult for Congolese refugees to communicate with the host community which leads to 


less socialization . 


When coupled with language and cultural differences, and the lack of work permit, Congolese 
refugee women and men are left in an extremely vulnerable situation. In such scenario, securing 
self-reliance is nearly impossible for refugees. Faced with limited assistance and income 
generating opportunities to improve their livelihoods, Congolese refugee women and men who 
live in Addis Ababa are left to their own self in order to meet basic needs of food, daily 
expenses, shelter and other needs. However refugee in Ethiopia now a day insults by host 
community, and raped, harassed, abused due to lack good assistance from stakeholder this 


exposed them to GBV as result livelihood activities us above finding. 


2.8Types of violence against women 


The Elimination of Violence against Women has identified different forms of violence against 


women which can be grouped in to the following major categories. 


2.8.1Physical violence 


Physical violence is a form of GBV involves hitting, slapping, kicking, punching, pushing arms 
or cloth of the women. Materials such as weapons, knives and other sharp instruments are used 
during physical violence (Montle & Mogoboya, 2018) Physical violence includes actual, 
attempted or threatened, physical assault. Most of the time perpetuators of gender based violence 
is physical abuse of female/ women are present or former intimate male partner (Mengistab, 


2012). Studies from countries show that, one quarter to more than half of women report physical 
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violence, and 40% of all female homicide victims are killed by their intimate partners in the 
United Kingdom (Johnson, 2004). In Ethiopia, 49% women experienced physical violence by an 


intimate partner, about 59% of women experiencing sexual violence (WHO, 2005). 


2.8.2Sexual violence 


Sexual violence is the most common form of Gender Based Violence and may involve attempt to 
rape and actual rape, sexual harassment, sexual exploitation and trafficking females for sexual 
purposes within country and internationally (Montle & Mogoboya, 2018). About 10-13 percent 
women have been forced by a partner to have sex against their will at some point (Bott, Ellsberg, 
& Morrison, 2004). In educational institutions sexual violence involve seduction, sexual 


harassment, rape/attempted rape (Save the children Denmark and MoE 2008). 


2.8.3Economic violence 


Gender discrimination is pervasive. The degree and form of economic violence may vary across 
regions; however, women and girls are deprived of equal access to economic resources, 
opportunities, and power in every region of the world (UNICEF, 2007). Risk factors that are 
common to all forms of interpersonal violence, including economic violence, include growing up 
in a violent or broken home, substance abuse, social isolation, rigid gender roles, poverty, and 
income inequality, as well as personal characteristics such as poor behavioral control and low 


self-esteem (WHO, 2002). 


However Lack of economic independence among women is a key driver of GBV (Ludsin & 
Vetten, 2005). It is hard for women who are economically dependent on their male partners to 
leave such abusive relationships. The studies cited above confirm that there is a strong link 
between poverty and GBV. However, other studies (Heise et al. 2002) argue that poverty is not 
the single factor driving GBV. The relationship between poverty and GBV is not linear and there 
are multiple other factors that also significantly contribute to GBV. Changes in the economic 
status of women may help to reduce GBV, but in some instances may increase it. Studies (Azhar 
et al., 2012) have found that educated, economically independent women are less likely to be 


abused. 
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2.8.4Theoretical Framework 


Feminist theories and social Learning Theories were used to generate data on the Importance of 


Gender-Based-Violence (GBV) against women in refugee camp. 


2.8.5 Feminist theories 


Many Feminist describe that violence as Intrinsic to subordinate status and control over others. 
Feminist theorists assert that etiology of domestic violence lies in the patriarchal structure of 
society in which systematic domination of females by males is of central concern. They point to 
male violence against women as central to male supremacy. According to such perspective, 
domestic violence, rape and sexual Harassment is all part of the systematic oppression of 
women, rather than isolated Cases with their own psychological or criminal roots (Giddens,et 
al.2006) 

"The fundamental goal of feminist perspective is to understand the women's oppression in term 
of race, gender, class and sexual preference and how to change it." Advocates of this theoretical 
explanation argue that domestic violence is broadly defined as male coercion and oppression of 
women within the four walls of the home. Rape, sexual assault, female infanticide, dowry related 
cruelty etc., are other form of violence against women in addition to domestic violence(Tandon, 
2008) 

Feminists see rape and other sexual assault on women not as an act of passion but as a violent 
social statement, i.e., a means of controlling women. Rape and the threat or fear of rape, is one of 
the means by which men make women docile and Ensure their own dominance. Men are taught 
to associate power, dominance, strength, virility and superiority with masculinity and 
submissiveness, passivity, weakness and inferiority with feminity. These theories was use to 


obtain data in order to explore the types Gender based violence (GBV) at kule refugee. 


17 


2.8.6 Social Learning Theory 


This theory affirms that masculinities and violence are socially constructed rather than 
biologically driven. In this perspective, According to (Bandura, 1986)"Violence is learned, either 
directly or indirectly and reinforced in childhood continued into adulthood as a coping response 
to stress or as a method of conflict resolution”. This theory states that violent and abusive adults 
learned this behavior as a result of being the victims of or witnesses of aggressive and abusive 
behavior as children. If children are abused by their parents, they may internalize belief and 
patterns of behavior that lead them to abuse their own children. If children observe that parents 
hit each other, they may develop a greater propensity towards abusing their spouse (Supra note 
69). According to social learning Childs learn what manhood means by observing their families, 
media , schools , peers groups and other social institutions which many initiating them to risk — 
taking behavior , competition and violence may ridicule Childs who don’t live to these social 
expectation . This perspective was to obtain data in order to examine the reason that makes 


sources of Gender-Based-Violence (GBV) at Kule camp. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
3. METHODOLOGY 
3.1Introduction 


The chapter describes the research methodology, research design, the study area, the sampling 
technique, the data collection method, the data analysis and ethical consideration that the 


researcher followed to undertake the study. 
3.2 Description of Study Area 


Gambella region is divided into three zones and one special Woreda (administrative unit). Itang 
is the special Woreda with its capital Itang town (CSA, 2008). The Itang Special Woreda 
encompasses 21 kebeles among which 95% are situated in the flood plain zones of Baro river 
basin (Alemseged et al, 2014:2). This special woreda covers an area of 2,188 km2 with a total 
population size of about 35, 686. According to the Central Statistical Agency, there are 22, 824 
Nuer, 9, 175 Anuak. Besides, there are considerable numbers of people from other parts of the 
country inhabiting in the region(CSA, 2008) 

Refugees living within host communities of Gambella region geographically, the Itang town and 
most of other villages are located in the left and right banks of the river which provides 
ecological importance and sources of livelihood to the inhabitants. Cereals crops (sorghum and 
maize) vegetables, animal herding and fishing are the mainstays of the population in the 


woreda(Hagos,et al 2014). 


Kule Refugee Camp was established in May 2014 in response to the major refugee influx from 
South Sudan; it was not fully stabilized until 2016. The camp has now reached its full capacity, 
but the shortage of shelters remains a major challenge (UNHCR, 2019). 


As the refugee camps in Gambella quickly achieved their capacity, the camp was officially 
opened on May 2014 to receive the new arrivals, transiting mainly from Akobo, Pagak and 


Burbiey entry points. 


However, the camp is located in the Gambella region, Ethiopia; around 50 km from the border to 
South Sudan. The population areas of origin are primarily comprised of refugees from South 


Sudanese Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei States (UNHCR, 2014:1). The large majorities are 
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women and children who have walked for days to reach the border, often without having had the 
time or the possibility to bring along food for journey. Surviving on foliage and roots in the 
forest; they arrive in Gambella in difficult condition. The cultural backgrounds of these refuges 
are predominantly ethnic Luo-Nuer and their main occupations are primarily farmers and 
pastoralists (UNHCR, 2014:1). According to UNHCR as of May2014, about 43,91 lrefugees had 
arrived to kule refugee camp from South Sudan since May, 2014 (UNHCR, 2019) 


Study Area Map of Itang Woreda 
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3.3Research Design 


This research study employs exploratory research design and is qualitative in nature. Exploratory 
designs are open and flexible approach to research which addresses questions of all types and 
attempts to look for new insight into a phenomenon (Bryman, 2016). Moreover, exploratory 
studies are a valuable means of understanding what is happening to seek new insights to ask 
questions and to assess phenomenon in a new light (Yin, 1999). Hence, this study intends to 


explore the vulnerability of women refugees to Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
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3.4 Data Source 


Both primary and secondary Sources of data were used to get reliable information for the study. 


Thus, primary data was collected from refugee women in Kule Refugee Camp, Gender 


Protection Officers from United Nation Higher Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), the state 


actor - Administration for Refugees and Returnee Affairs (ARRA), International Medical Crop 


(IMC). Moreover, refugee representatives were used as sources of information. In addition, the 


researcher used different secondary data sources such as books, journals, published and 


unpublished research works on Gender Based Violence against women refugees and materials 


from international human rights declarations. 


3.5 Sampling Techniques and Sample Size 


Table 1: The Sample Size of the Study and Types of Study Participants 


R/No Tools of Data Collection Type of Participants Number of Remark 
Participants 

1 Focus group discussion Women affected by GBV 7 
One FGD with Men 7 

2 In-depth interview Women affected by GBV 12 

3 Key Informant Interview Children’s and Women if UNHCR 
Protection Officer 
Gender and Child Protection | 1 ARRA 
Officer 
GBV and Mothers’ Child 1 IMC 
Health Officer 
Community Leader from 1 From kule 
kule refugee camp Refugee Camp 


According to the information obtained from IMC and UNHCR, women cases of Gender-Based 


Violence are reported to UNHCR and ARRA. Since this research study involves collecting 


information from the victims/cases of GBV, officials from concerned NGOs and GOs on the 
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events and experiences which clarify the understanding of the research problem in Kule Refugee 
Camp, this research study utilized purposive sampling techniques. 

Purposive technique was utilized according to certain attributes of women, who had been 
experienced different GBV in the various contexts, and this was facilitated through the various 
community leaders (Chairmen or Chairwomen); men were also approached through community 


leaders. 


3.6 Tools of Data Collection 


3.6.1In-depth interview 


This is one of the main data collection methods used by the researcher to obtain primary data 
from the refugee women. Qualitative, in-depth interviews are much more like conversations than 
formal events with predetermined response categories. That is the researcher explores a few 
general topics to help uncover the participant’s views but otherwise respects how the participant 
frames and structures the responses (Marshall and Rossman 2006).Since semi-structured 
interview provides the interviewees with great leeway to reflect their perception with regard to 
the issue freely while fairly directed towards the specific topic to be covered, it’s found 


appropriate to the study (Bryman, 2012). 


The semi-structured nature of the interviews was suited to extract the important information 
while letting every refugee tell their own story and letting the experts discuss the questions 
according to their knowledge. The loose structure allowed to change the order of questions or to 
go deeper into an issue when necessary. In total 12refugee women victims of GBV or affected 
By (GBV) were interviewed in order to get first hand data for this study. The interviews were 
held in a place where the privacy of the study participants was maintained, specifically in the 


IMC premise. Semi-structured interview guide were used for the in-depth interviews. 


3.6.2 Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) 


Key informant interviews are qualitative with people who know what is going on in the refugee’s 
women on the study area. Semi-structured questions start with the general questions of the study. 
They are effective in obtaining information from respondents, revealing their attitudes, opinions 


and experiences (Marshall and Rossman, 2011). This method provided in-depth information on 
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the vulnerabilities of refugee women and the role of different organizations in responding to their 
needs. The purpose of key informant interview is to collect information from a wide range of 


people who have first-hand knowledge about refugees’ women’s to GBV. 


The information which was collected from key informant interviews and concerned bodies, 
targeting professionals working towards the protection of refugees specifically professionals 
working on (GBV) cases. Gender and child protection officer at ARRA was my entry points and 
vital in nominating potential interviewees that was serving as key informants in agencies namely 
UNHCR and IMC. The interviews with key informants were held in their respective office. Key 
informants were as follow from UNHCR the UNHCR Protection Officer, from ARRA the 
Gender and Child Protection Officer. From IMC the GBV officer, Mother and Child Health 
Officer (she is also working as South Sudanese’s Case Worker Officer) furthermore, interview 


guide was used for the in-depth interviews. 


3.6.3 Focus Group Discussion 


Focus Group discussion is a systematic questioning of a group of people usually composed of 7- 
10 participants who are unfamiliar with one another but have been selected because they share 
certain characteristics relevant to the study’s question (Marshall and Rossman2006). It was 
important for the researcher to try as much as possible to extract supplementary information and 
learn about GBV during group discussions. Every refugee community is composed of a 
representative that is in charge and reaches out on behalf of their community and they assisted 
the researcher with facilitating (FGD). Thus, this method was employ in the research to provide 


the context of further describing key issues identified in the individual interviews. 


The researcher was arranging two focus group discussions — one with refugee women that are 
victims of GBV and one with male refugees. Each group consists of 7 individual’s on average. 
The focus group discussion (FGD) was conducted by respecting the rule to prevent the spread of 
the (COVID 19). In this regard the researcher facilitated the participant to use face mask and 
sanitizer. The discussants recruited through purposive sampling i.e. first the researcher started by 
identifying relevant or knowledgeable informants who was relevant for the study, and then the 


selected individuals. 
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The FGD session was moderated by the researcher while another person was used as note taker. 
The discussion was undertaken through the guidance of a prepared set of questions (FGD guide). 
Tape recorder was used to record the experiences of the refugee women. In addition to this, some 
notes was also taken as a sort of reminder on the sensitivity of the participants in answering the 
questions. This was done through the observation of their body language in whether they were 
timid or free. The focus group discussion session was considered as multiple sources of 
information for new insights into the magnitude and problems of GBV in the selected research 
areas. They were also be used as a forum to triangulate the validity and credibility of data found 
through the direct interviews of survivor women in camp. They opened an encouraging door for 
reluctant persons to come out with their ideas and be able to contribute to the discussions. Since 
the discussions were spontaneous, it helped the participants to discuss their opinion and feelings 
freely on the topic. In the discussions, the women at refugee camp were more comfortable to 


discuss their problems with the people who share their pain and who can relate to them. 


3.6.4 Trustworthiness and Credibility of the Study 


Credibility is a very important issue in qualitative research. Researchers show the value of their 
research projects when they explain trustworthiness (Given, 2008).. Credibility refers to 
methodological procedures, sources of data, and the linkage between the views of research 
participants and the researchers’ interpretation. Credibility is concerned with the feasibility of the 
research project, the appropriateness of the research design and methodology, the selection of 
research participants, and inclusion of their views in the study (Jensen, 2008). To attain 
credibility of the study, participants were encouraged describing their lived experiences about 
violence precisely and adequately. The methods and procedures were used in the study and the 
interpretations and research findings are presented genuinely. The Clarity of the interview guide 


was examined during the pilot interviews. 
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3.7 Data Analysis Procedure 


The analysis was made in light of the objectives. The analysis was doing using thematic analysis 
which involved breaking down the information in to different themes and categories and 
discussed the experiences of women in Kule Refugee Camp towards GBV. This was also done 
using the guiding questions prepared by the researcher. The information was recorded and later 


transcribed while the researcher also took notes. 
3.8 Ethical consideration 


Any research raises ethical issues let alone one designed from a feminist perspective. As Kirsch 
(1999) puts it “Issues of trust and vulnerability become particularly critical when participant Feel 
encouraged by researchers to share long-held secrets or to reveal personal or confidential 
information during interviews.” Due to the sensitive nature of studying GBV, careful ethical 
considerations were made before meeting with the participants. Ethical guidelines and safety 
recommendations for researching, documenting and monitoring sexual violence in emergencies 
were carefully followed and principles of do no harm, voluntary participation, confidentially and 
anonymity were ensured (WHO, 2007). For example, the interview was hold privacy and 
confidentiality could be guaranteed. The first part of the interview was allocated to provide 
respondents with thorough information about the study purpose and how the collected data 
would be stored and used. In the research at hand the researcher solicited various forms of 
information from the participants in relation to their background, experience of violence; sexual 
orientation etc... which can be categorized as sensitive issues Thus, in order to secure these 
ethical issues of trust and vulnerability, the researcher was employ the use of certain ethical 
considerations. That is, in order to protect the confidentiality of the participants, they were not 
required to disclose their names during the interview. Instead, age was used in reporting the 
findings from the research. In addition to this, informed consent of the participants was obtained 


at the inception of the interview in order to assure that their participations were fully voluntarily. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
4. Data Analysis, Presentation and Interpretation 
4.1. Introduction 


This study was conducted in Kule Refugee Camp area using a qualitative research method. In 
the study, a total of 12 in-depth interviews two focus group discussion and four key informant 
interviews were held with purposively selected participants. An in-depth interview were held 
with, victims of gender based violence or affected by (GBV) who are receiving psycho-social 
support in International Medical Corps (IMC).While one focus group discussion (FGD) was held 
with women in the community who were from the five Zone of Kule Refugee Camp (there are 
five Zones in Kule Refugee Camp). In each FGD seven persons were participated in giving 
information other focus group discussion (FGD) was held with men refugees. Four (4) Key 
informant interviews were held with key persons from the study area. The participants include: 
UNHCR, ARRA, IMC workers which currently working on (GBV) including Community 
Leader from Kule Refugee Camp. In general, a total of 30participants were involved in providing 


information to this research study. 


4.2. Risk Factors for Gender Based Violence 


As a Starting point for discussion the points which are listed in the table below (Table-2) were 
forwarded to the study participants in an in-depth interviewee, focused-group-discussion and 
key-informant interview. The points in listed in Table 2were raised by the researcher in a 
question and statement format and the informants participants the experiences they have on the 
points in Kule Refugee Camp as well as whether or not the stated issues or points are actually 


faced by women in Kule Refugee Camp. 


Women face the following Gender-Based Violence risks throughout their life cycles 
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Table 2: Phases and types of Risk Factors for Gender Based Violence (GBV) 


Phases Types of Risk Factors for Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) 


Pre-birth >» Sex-selective abortion 
> Effects of battering during pregnancy 


on birth outcome 


Vv 


Infancy Female infanticide 


Vv 


Physical, sexual and psychological 


abuse 


Girlhood Child marriage 
Incest 


Female genital mutilation 


VV V WV 


Physical, sexual and psychological 
abuse 
Rape during fire wood collection 


Rape during fetching water 


Adolescence and Adulthood Partner violence 

Marital rape 

Psychological abuse 

Forced pregnancy 

Rape during fire wood collection 


Rape during fetching water 


Vi VV VV V VIV WV 


Elderly Beating and psychological abuses to 


possess land and family wealth 


Source: UNSCO International for Capacity Building (2014) 


According to the informants of this research study, almost all of the informants of this study 
affirmed that there is no sex-selective abortion and battering during pregnancy on birth outcome 
on women and girls during pre-birth in Kule Refugee Camp. This is because the cultures of the 
“Nuer community that are stationed in Kule Refugee Camp prefer to have baby-girls rather than 


baby-boys because girls are the source of wealth for their families when they are married. 
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According to the “Nuer culture” to marry a girl a husband should give 25 cattle (Oxen and/or 


Cows) and seven goats for the girl’s family as a dowry. 


As all of the informants also described, there is no female infanticide in Kule Refugee Camp 
during the girls’ infancy stage; however the majority of the participants said that there is a 
frequent physical, sexual and psychological abuse against women and girl’sinKule Refugee 


Camp. 


The majority of the participants conformed that during the girlhood phase the women there is a 
high prevalence of child marriage, as well as physical, sexual and psychological abuse. However, 
they said that totally there is no female genital mutilation, child prostitution and pornography in 


Kule Refugee Camp since practicing these kinds of violence is forbidden by their culture. 


The informants of this research study further discussed the risk factors for Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) that women and girls are facing during their adolescence and adulthood phase 
or stage in Kule Refugee Camp. In relation to this point of discussion the majority of informants 
conformed that there is a high prevalence of economically coerced sex, sexual abuse and 
harassment in the workplace (in Kitchen or firewood collection in the bush), and Partner 
violence, marital rape, as well as dowry abuse and murders, psychological abuse and forced 
pregnancy are a day-to-day phenomenon in Kule Refugee Camp. However, a type of Gender- 
Based Violence (GBV) such as forced prostitution and pornography as well as women 


trafficking do not really exist in Kule Refugee Camp. 


Regarding with the risk factors for Gender-Based Violence that occurred during the women’s 
elderly stage or phase, most of the informants of this research study disclosed that women at 
their elderly stage are advocated by their husbands or by their husbands’ relatives to commit a 
forced “suicide’/ homicide of widows for economic gain. This is because, according to the 
participants of this research study, if a woman or a girl commit a forced “suicide” her husband 
may have a little chance to reclaim what he had paid for the woman’s or girl’s family during 
their marriage as a dowry. In addition to this, most of the study’s participants affirmed that 
women during their elderly stage are extremely facing physical, sexual and psychological abuse 


in Kule Refugee Camp. 
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A variety of factors at the individual, relationship, community and society levels intersect to 
increase the risk factors of Gender-Based-Violence (GBV) in Kule Refugee Camp. According to 
the information gathered from the participants of this research study, witnessing or experiencing 
that men taking of substances such as alcohol and drug are related with the increasing of gender 
bases violence against women are some of the risk factors for gender-based violence (GBV) in 


Kule Refugee Camp. 


In addition to the above risk factors for GBV, participants’ of this research study explained the 
other risk factors for GBV in Kule Refugee Camp such as low levels of education for boys 
related with perpetrating for violence against girls in the future and for girls experiencing 
violence; limited economic opportunities ( because men have many opportunities to work at the 
camp such as in food distributions) which is an aggravating factor for unemployed or 
underemployed men associated with perpetrating violence; and as a risk factor for women and 
girls including domestic abuse, child and forced marriage and sexual exploitation; the presence 
of economic, educational and employment disparities between men and women (i.e. men possess 
cattle and other family wealth); and conflict and tension within an intimate partner relationship 
or marriage are also identified by the participants’ as the risk factors for gender-based violence 


(GBV) in Kule Refugee Camp. 


Furthermore, women’s insecure access to and control over property and other ownership rights; 
male control over decision-making and assets; attitudes and practices that reinforce female 
subordination and tolerate male violence (for example dowry, bride price, child marriage, which 
are still practiced as a culture in Kule Refugee Camp); lack of safe spaces for women and girls 
(which can be physical or virtual meeting spaces) that allow free expression and communication; 
normalized use of violence within the family or society to address conflict; a very limited 
legislative and policy framework for preventing and responding GBV; lack of punishment or 
impunity for perpetrators of GBV; and low levels of awareness among service providers (GOs 
and NGOs), low enforcement and judicial actors are also identified as risk factors for GBV in 


Kule Refugee Camp. 


Moreover, additional risk factors related to Gender-Based-Violence (GBV) against women and 
girls that have been identified in the context of Kule Refugee Camp include: young age; poor 


mental health levels related to self-esteem, anger depression, emotional insecurity or 
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dependence, social isolation; marital instability and separation or divorce; history of perpetrating 


psychological abuse; unhealthy family relationships; and poverty related issues. 


4.1.1 Interference 


The participant mentioned their young age at the time of their marriage and specified that they 
were not asked by their family about their likes and dislikes regarding their marriage and the 
decision about their marriage was taken according to the wish of their family members; in 
Refugee camp. I was promised for marriage at my early child hood and now I am 21 Years old. 


Sometimes extraordinary interference was also reported by Adolescents girls in the study areas. 


The man who supposed to be my husband sent elders to my parents to marry me while I 
was attending my education when I was at south Soudan before war and conflict in my 
home land. I refused the marriage and told my parents not take the bride price the man 
brought to them. But, they couldn’t listen to me and they decided to give me away. I used 
my parents’ and the man who decided to marry me on the “melkal women Affairs office’’ 
one of south Soudan Regional states. And as a result the women Affairs office called my 
parents at its office and told them that forcing girls in marriage without their consent is a 
crime that is punishable the law. And as a result, my parents’ stopped forcing me and I 
continued my education. But my clan members forcefully took me to the man who 
supposed to be my husband when we came Ethiopia at Gambella kule refugee camp. I 
lived with him for three months. Since I had no intention to live with him and I was also 
eager to continue my education, I was usually thinking how to escape. Since he suspected 
me for escaping, they were strictly watching for me. It is believed by the community that 
once a girl is pregnant she has nowhere to go. But, God helped me in this regard, 


because, I was not pregnant. 


4.1.2 Harassment 


Different forms of harassment outside the Kule Refugee camp were found during interviews with 
women. Like sexual harassment, verbal harassment and the harassment occur because of them is 


Refugee. 
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39 year-old, woman states 


I faced verbal abuse and that was a harassing moment of life and horrible thing for me at 
that time. It was a male member of my workplace at Gambella town who did verbal abuse 
with me. I was disturbed psychologically and emotionally because I never faced such 
abusive language before. There was not a big issue that the kind of language used 


against me just because of personal unlikeliest, because of I am Refugee. 


Participant explains an incident of sexual harassment which she had in her childhood after she 


came to Ethiopia; Gambella Kule Refugee camp. 
According to her: 


IT think I faced such situation after I came from my home land south Soudan. That was 
sexual harassment. I faced once verbal abuse and harassment so I left that place and 
people. This is male dominating society and there is the lack of education lack of 
awareness about rights of women. The man considers her wife and daughter and sister, 


his property or servants. 


4.1.3 Health Factor 


Women who lack sexual autonomy are vulnerable and most often do not have power of 
negotiating use of contraception, and thus are at risk of unwanted pregnancies and sexually 


transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS in kule refugee camp. 
As One young girl said: 


My step father had always been violent. He was a very drunken person, returned home in 
the mid night and sometimes spent the night near to kule refugee camp small town 
“terfa”. We knew that he had extra marital affair; as result of all his sinful actions, my 
mother is exposed to the HIV/ AIDS Married women’s are more vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. 
The main reason is that they don’t have the courage to ask their husbands to use condom 
even though they are aware as their husband have contact with another women. Violence 
influences the risk of HIV and other STIs directly when it interferes with women's ability 


to negotiate condom use. 
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Certainly, qualitative data from studies in Uganda, India, and elsewhere indicate that women find 


it difficult to suggest or insist on condom use in face of or threat of violence (WHO, 2005). 


Most participants, during discussion and in-depth interview did not feel comfortable with the 
expression “marital rape”. Even some said women should have sex with her husband. 
Justification for forced sex came from cultural, religious and legal point of view in the study 


areas. For many, marriage translates in to sexual entitlement. 


Married women, age 38, states: Once they are husband and wife, it can’t be called 
illegal. It is his right and this right cannot be measured as rape. In my opinion, it is not 
an abuse either. It is difficult for me to resist having sex otherwise they will contain in 


extramarital affairs. 


Women who are raped by their husband often accept responsibility for their attacks, blaming 
themselves for doing or saying something they should have known, it would make the husbands 
lash out them. This female culture often encourages men to exercise control over women. Sexual 
abuse and rape by an intimate partner is not considered a crime in most countries, and women in 
many societies do not consider forced sex as rape if they are married to, or cohabiting with, the 
perpetrator. The assumption is that once a woman enters into a contract of marriage, the husband 
has the right to unlimited sexual access to his wife (UNICEF, 2000). The family Law of Ethiopia 
also rules that married couples should have sex. Lack of legislation and cultural perception on 
marital rape both reflects and reinforces the presumption of many men, as well as some women, 
that it is a wife’s obligation to comply with her husband’s sexual demands. However, the truth 
that as it was stated in the above, many married women related forced sex exposed to HIV 


infection and other reproductive health problems. 


Participants’ also mentioned being forced to engage in types of sexual activity that they found 
degrading and humiliating. In her interview, 30 years old, from kule refugee camp point outs 


how her husband wanted her to watch pornography and make different sexual acts. She said: 


I feel so embarrassed to tell you this, but I will tell you, it will helpful for your research. 
My spouse would watch porn movies often, before going to sleep and forced me to 


watch as well. I never wanted to watch them. He wanted me to do those things that he 
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saw in the movie. They were very horrible. I could not do them. I told him several times 


that I didn’t want to do them, but he forced me to always. 


As a result, and also because of the almost universal cultural prohibitions related to discussing 
intimate sexual behavior, sexual violence is even more difficult to investigate than physical 
violence. Nevertheless, emerging data suggest that for women, ironically, much non-consensual 
sex takes place within consensual unions. In research gathered from nine countries, on average 
one in five women acknowledged being forced to have sex by her partner. Thirty percent of a 
sample of women in Bangkok, Thailand; 48 percent in Peru; and 59 percent in Ethiopia 
(Butajira) reported being forced into sex by their partners. Evidence from Papua New Guinea 
and India, where forced sex was reported by one-half to two-thirds of research respondents, 


indicates that it is often initiated or accompanied by beatings (WHO, 2005). 


4.6 Types of GBV 


As described by the study participants who were participated in individual interviews, key 
informant interviews and focused group discussions, there are many types of Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) against women which are existing in Kule Refugee Camp. For instance, the 
study participants described sexual violence like sexual exploitation/abuse, forced/child marriage 
domestic/family violence, physical, emotional psychological and _ sexual harmful 
cultural/traditional practices such as female, genital mutilation, widow inheritance as the 


prevalent types of gender based violence (GBV) against women in Kule Refugee Camp. 


In addition to the above types of GBV, physical assault, emotional and psychological as well as - 


economic violence is typical in Kule Refugee Camp. 
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Table 3: Types of GBV categorized by study’s Informants and Victims of GBV 


Informants Type of GBV Perpetrators 
In-depth interviewee > Physical assault > Family members 
> Emotional & psychological > Husband 
Violence > Host Community 
> Sexual violence 
Key > Physical assault > Husband 
informants > ARRA > Early marriage > Community 
> Sexual violence 
> Socio-economic violence > Husband 
> UNHCR > Emotional and psychological > Community 
violence > Family members 
> Sexual violence 
> Physical assault > Husband 
> IMC > economic violence > Community 
> Emotional and psychological > Family members 
violence 
> Sexual violence 
FGDs > Women > Physical assault > Husband 
discussant > Emotional and psychological > Community 
> Victims of violence > Family members 
GBV > Sexual violence 
> Early marriage 


Most Gender Based Violence (GBV) against women in Kule Refugee Camp occurs in the 


context of other forms of Violence such as psychological, emotional or Sexual Violence and 


Socio-economic. All the women in the study area experience a high level of both physical and 


psychological abuse. This finding suggests that men who are physically abusive are also 


psychologically abusive. Women often say that the psychological abuse and degradation are 


even more difficult to bear than physical abuse. Verbal humiliation, such as being called names, 


sworn at or put down, were discussed and reported. They frequently described violence in terms 


of emotional or psychological abuse, referring to situations in which a man might constantly 


insult or undermine a woman. 
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41 year-old, woman with four children states: 


He offended me all the time using bad words in front of my children. He called me stupid, 
non-sense...If I asked him about things or giving opinions or ideas on something. He 
often ignores and dis-considers my opinion He would say that ‘you don’t know anything. 


You are ‘woman’. 


This revealed how women are perceived as inferior to men cognitively. In relation to this, 
According to Bouta, etal (2005) societies tend to shift the blame to the victims and this social 
rejection results in emotional damage such as shame, self-hate, depression, or even 


stigmatization by the community. 


The women’s accounts of emotional abuse also illustrate the processes through which women 
become demoralized and trapped in abusive relationships. Most women mention that 


psychological abuse severely affects their self-esteem make them to suicide. 
Similarly, another participant stated: 


He calls me idiot, stupid. I feel really upset, embarrassed. I am often told that as Iam 
not physically, good-looking, worthless, inferior or lacking ability, cannot cope or 
succeed on my own, and I am not good cooker or housekeeper. He has tried all possible 


ways to humiliate me. 


FGDs participants were discussing about the experiences of women whom they knew in Refugee 
camp. They spoke about women who were subjected to physical, Emotional and psychological 


violence or who were threatened by their husbands. 
As Woman's stated: 


We know one married women with 3children; her husband is always fighting and 
beating her. When she was waiting on him, preparing or eating porridge, he 
would hit her on her eyes or anywhere on her face... The husband is worthless; he 
always gets drunk and even sometimes stays outside overnight out of camp. He 


does not want to divorce her but is repeatedly harassing and beating her. 
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Sinenhlanhla, M. (2014) states posit that millions of women throughout the world are subjected 
to sexual torture, injury, starvation, and murder because they are female. She further makes a 
profound statement on how refugees perceive themselves: “refugees are consigned to their body, 
they are rendered speechless and without agency, a physical entity or rather a physical mass 


within which individuality is subsumed”. 


Women’s and girls’ experiences with sexual violence varied along a ranging from battering rape 
and bullying to threats, verbal humiliation and non-physical forms of pressure that compelled 
them to engage in sex against their willing . In an abusive relationship, sex is just another form of 
male control in the refugee camp, in an effort to gain the woman’s complete acquiescence. These 
strategies of control often focused directly on the female victim’s body and sexuality. The forced 
sexual act becomes one in which the woman is silenced, controlled and subordinated by 


patriarchal society. 


23-year-old girl who had been raped twice before seeking safety in Kule Refugee Camp 
described the circumstances of her second rape, in 2016 when she left the camp to look for 


firewood: 


There were two host communities around out of kule refugee camp. One of them sees me 
and asked where you are going? I said I was looking for wood. Then he told me, you are 
assigned to me for the day. I was very afraid. He forced me to go far into the bush, and 
he undressed me. Then he raped me. When I got dressed afterwards, he took 100 
Ethiopian birr from me. ... My stomach is very painful, but I don’t have any money to go 


for treatment. 


According to the information displayed in the above table (Table 1) there are different types of 
Gender Based Violence (GBV) against women in Kule Refugee Camp. The information on the 
table indicated that each types of GBV have its own perpetrator/s. Some of GBV share the same 


kind of perpetrator/s while the other has their own particular perpetrator/s. 


As it is indicated in the above table, in order to identify the types of GBV that are existed in Kule 
Refugee Camp, the information was gathered from different informants through different data 


gathering instruments. In other words, the information was gathered from women who are 
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victims of GBV, key personnel who are working in one governmental (ARRA) and in two non- 
governmental organizations (UNHCR and IMC) through in-depth interviewee, key informants’ 


interview and focus group discussion. 


According to the key informants from ARRA, UNHCR and IMC physical assault, harmful 
traditional practices, sexual violence are the major types of Gender Based Violence (GBV) 
which are carried out by women’s husbands and the community in Kule Refugee Camp. The 
informant from “‘ARRA explain that they (his office) constantly received reports of physical 
assault on women in Kule Refugee Camp like beating of women by their own husbands or 
slapping of women and other Gender Based Violence against women. The informant further 
added that harmful traditional practices like forced marriage and dowry related traditional 


practices directly exposed women in Kule Refugee Camp to Gender Based Violence (GBV).’’ 


‘Moreover, the informant from ARRA also indicated that sexual violence is the prevalent GBV 
in Kule Refugee Camp. This is clearly seen because women and girls are raped and subjected to 


sexual harassment during their daily life in the camp.”’ 


“*As it was indicated by the informants of the study from ARRA, UNHCR and IMC emotional 
and psychological as well as economic violence are also the other typical kinds of GBV. This is 
to mean that women and girls in kule Refugee camp have been humiliated, mistreated and 
insulted by their husbands, their family members and members of their own community because 


of their Gender.’’ 


In relation to the economic violence, which is one of the major types of GBV against women in 
Kule Refugee Camp, the informants from the three organizations affirmed that women and girls 
have been socially and economically deprived from the society within the refugee camp. In other 
words, women and girls in Kule Refugee Camp have been denied from getting social and 
economic services and denied from other opportunities like basic and higher education and from 
the opportunity to be involved or participated in the social, economic as well as political affairs 


of the community. 


On the other side, when we are looking at the information gathered through focus group 


discussion from women/female and men/male discussants, women discussant stated that physical 


37 


assault, emotional and psychological violence, socio-economic violence and sexual violence are 
the major types of gender based violence (GBV) where as men/male discussants/informants 


responded only physical assault is the type of GBV which is prevalent in Kule Refugee Camp. 


4.7 Causes of GBV 


Generally, according to the informants contexts of violence and aggressive masculinity/ male- 
dominated environments (Gender inequity), abuse of power, lack of respect for human rights, 
culture, extreme poverty and lack of income-generating activities in the family/society, 
breakdown of protection mechanisms and social safety-nets, jobless, lack of any supervisory 
mechanisms, lack of life skill trainings for the community are the major causes of Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) in Kule Refugee Camp. In addition to the above mentioned causes of GBV lack 
of education and livelihood opportunities, impunity for crime and abuse tend to be the other 


Causes of Gender Based Violence (GBV) in Kule Refugee Camp. 


Table 4: Causes of GBV by Type of Informants 


Informants Causes of GBV Remark 


In-depth interviewee Cultural factors 
Social factors 
Lack of education 


Key informants ARRA Social factors 
Physical factors 
Cultural factors 


Political factors 


UNHCR Social factors 
Physical factors 


Cultural factors 


4749499 49 419 4 4 


IMC Social factors 
Physical factors 


Cultural factors 


414 4 4 


FGDs Women Religious and cultural 
discussant laws 

Poverty 

lack of awareness 

lack of employment 
Threat /fear of stigma/ 
isolation/social exclusion 


a AEG 


Male 
discussant 


Poverty 
Lack of awareness on 
women’s rights 


4 4 
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Widow inheritance is another form of customary marriage practiced in the research areas among 
the South Sudan Refugee who live in Kule Refugee Camp. These types of marriage, if a husband 
of someone dies, the wife whose husband died must marry one of her dead husband’s brothers or 
relatives this indicate that cause of violence against women in kule refugee camp. The 
communities in the research areas believe that, it is the responsibility of the remaining brothers to 
take care of the children of their brother and his property. Therefore, the women whose husband 
died must marry one of her deceased husband’s brothers. If one of the dead person’s brothers 
does not inherit the dead brother’s wife, it is considered by the community as she have to return 
the resource of dowry or 25 Cattle (oxen and/ or seven goat for the family of the dead brother 
family’s and if the woman marries another man, it is considered as a shameful and death for the 
remaining brothers. Therefore, by any possible means, she must marry one of her husband’s 
brothers. Cultural factors / Physical factors and Social factors were viewed as another cause of 


violence in the research areas. 


The 25 year old woman stated the following situation: 
When I was south Soudan I was forced to marry my neighbored son at the age of 14. But, 
unfortunately, my husband died without having any child from me at my young age soon 
we came from south Sudan during war and conflict in Ethiopian Gambella kule refugee 
camp as in “Nure culture” a woman has to be inherited by one of her dead husband’s 
brothers; one of my dead husband’s brothers inherited me. The marriage was arranged 
by both of our families and I was not asked my consent. The man who inherited me had 
another wife before me. After a year, the man who inherited me divorced me without any 
reason. When he divorced me, I was pregnant and I have now one child from him. He 
divorced me without giving me a single resource and money. After the brother of my dead 
husband divorced me, I stayed for three years without having a husband in refugee camp. 
But after three years, in this refugee camp the clan of my husband again forced me to 
marry one of the clan members of my dead husband, and I lived with him for two years. 
But, he was usually beating me and I have now a big scar on my head. 

Women gave mixed reasons for Causes Gender based Violence (GBV) against them in kule 

Refugee camp, including the low status of women, poverty, lack of employment, and lack of 


awareness. Coupled with these factors, women believed that specific services focused on 
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addressing (GBV) were not being implemented. Women’s relative lack of exposure to the 


“outside world” was mentioned as a particular problem during FGDs. 


“Women stay at home, stay at refugee Camp and are busy with the household tasks. They 
do not know about the outside world. They do not know what is going on beyond their 
house, as they are restricted to their house. So they lack information about their rights, 


and they face more violence in Camp.” 


Lack of education and awareness was affect women refugees and its cause of violence and 


oppression. As one of 42 year woman stated: 


“Why violence against women takes place is, firstly, it is because of lack of education, 
they are not educated many of us we are illiterate. Secondly, women are under the hands 


of men, they are dependent economically, culturally, socially dominated by our husband” 


Male FGDs participants express their idea as follows: Lack of awareness on women’s rights is 


vulnerable to (GBV) the following to share with the researcher 


“It’s all because of lack of awareness. If women knew about their rights, there would be 
no violence in the Refugee community. If women were empowered, they could respond to 


. *: ae 
violence easily. 


In general, the women were not specific about how lack of education caused violence. However, 
some of the participants made a link between lack of education/awareness and lack of 
farsightedness, suggesting that lack of education/awareness meant that women did not think 
ahead in relation to the implications of their decisions. For example, one woman stated the 


following: 


“Indeed these types of violence are caused due to lack of awareness in kule refugee. For 
example, I know one protestant girl married to a Muslim man. Her husband has no job. 
She is frequently attacked by the husband and she always cries out to get help from the 
neighbors. She has already told her neighbors to come whenever they hear her crying. 
What this shows you is that she knew he has no job, and never thought how she would 
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survive. There is a lack of farsightedness. ’ 
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The following information on Causes of Gender Based violence (GBV) the researcher was able 
to speak with Gender and child protection from ARRA. The officer provided information on 


Violence against women in Kule Refugee Camp 


I am now working as a Gender and child protection at kule refugee camp. No research 
has been conducted so far on the Gender based violence in Kule Refugee Camp. 
Therefore, I thank you for conducting this research on our women and girls. As an 
expert of Gender and child protection From (ARRA) I know the problems of women and 
girls in Kule Refugee Camp well. Women and girls in Kule daily suffer from various 
discriminatory practices. There is various customary marriage that affect women in the 
study area that are against the rights of woman Refugees. These customary marriages 
include; wife inheritance, and sister’s substitution. In these types of marriages women 
and girls are not asked their consent and if the women and girls refuse these marriages 
they are physically, socially and psychologically forced by their families and their clans 


to marry. 


International Medical Corps (MC) GBV and Mothers’ Child Health Officer while sharing a 
point on causes of GBV in Kule Refugee Camp .... 


Woman is also daily beaten, insult by their husbands in the name of correction. The men 
in the study area consider themselves as they have the right to beat their wives and 
abused. Mostly, in the Kule Camp there are many women who are always come with this 
case in our office beaten by her husband we treat them medically and psychologically at 
or office. There are many women who committed suicide and who injured to their bodies 


due to beatings. 


To summarize the information indicated in the above table, there are different causes of GBV in 
Kule Refugee Camp and the key informants addressed that the causes of GBV are frequently 
aggravated in the times of war (in South Sudan), tribal conflicts and displacement as the rule of 
law is eroded and families and societies are torn apart; and the result is often an increase in both 


the frequency and brutality of Gender-Based- Violence. 


As it is indicated in Table 4, poverty, physical, social, cultural, political, factors and individual, 


judicial barriers as well as humanitarian programming obstacles are the major causes of Gender- 


41 


Based-Violence (GBV) in Kule Refugee Camp. In other words, lack of physical security, 
discriminatory social, cultural and religious laws, norms and practices that marginalize women 
and girls and fail to respect their rights; lack of confidence and/or trust in social or public 
institution including law enforcement body in the camp; lack of access to justice institutions and 
mechanisms which resulting in culture of impunity for violence and abuse; lack of information 
about human rights and on how and where to seek remedies; and humanitarian programming 
obstacles that means failure to prioritize GBV in assessments, strategy development, planning 
and programming because of lack of information or understanding about the nature and extent of 


GBV in Kule Refugee Camp. 


4.7.1Exploring Cases of GBV 


I. Violence against by Family Members and Partner 
A. Physical Violence 


Study participants of in an in-depth interview, focus-group-discussion reported to have 
experienced mild (which includes being bitten, slapped, hair pulled, punched, pinched, kicked, 
spanked, had clothes ripped, had something thrown at them, robbed, burnt with cigarette, spit on, 
or threatened with a weapon) to severe forms of physical violence by their husbands, by their 
partners . The researcher observed irreversible and long-lasting injuries including deep scar and 
disfiguration of the face and other parts of the body with knife, razor blade, broken glass, 
burning with cigarette as well as broken nose and fallen out teeth from violence attacks on them. 
One client reported to have injured As a result of assault by her husband. 


The 24-years old woman stated the following situation: 


“Starting from our coming from South Sudan and stationed in this camp (Kule Refugee 
Camp) I have been abused after I gave birth to our first child I have been repeatedly 
abused for the last 4 year. I have been severely and frequently beaten by my husband, He 
broke my tooth. he used scissors, knives etc. and many times he threw knives against me. 


My husband drank a lot. But even when he was not drunk he was still aggressive” 
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The 32 years old woman also revealed her experience of physical violence as follow: 


“Since our arrival to Kule Refugee Camp, my husband always used to punch me hard. I 
don’t have any idea why he would beat me and he looks me like his property because of 
what he pays for Marriage to my family. I remember one time when He physically 
abused me even harder. I levees goes to my family instead of understand me they told me 
to go back and they wore me don’t tell to anyone accuse him they told me again and 


again to accept this is possible in every relationship “ 


The above scenarios tell us how women refugee are severely abused and injured by their 
husbands; however, they would stay for a long period of time. This shows women's ability to 
escape from their relationship is limited, even when they are subjected to severe and frequent 
physical violence. In relation to this, Ellsberg (2000), in her study in Nicaragua, pointed out that 
most married women experienced severe physical abuse but they didn't leave the abusive 


relationship due to different barriers. 


In the FGDs, some participants shared the following insights about being physically beaten by 
their husbands. Most of the physical violence that was mentioned included being hit or slapped, 


hair pulled, punched, pinched, kicked, spanked, clothes ripped. 
As woman notes: 


“Violence against woman refugees is the fruit of stress, financial problems, and living 


conditions” 


According to the above finding the majority of women attributed the physically violence 
incidents to extreme external stress such as lack of job opportunities for men refugee, financial 
stress, and restricted living conditions. Similarly, many (GBV) survivors form kule refugee 


Camp indicated that external pressures created pressure in the home that resulted in violence. 


Women were also harshly beaten when they were pregnant in the study area. It shows physical 


Violence may not stop even when women become pregnant. 


“When I was five-months pregnant, my spouse severely and frequently kicked me in the 


J 


stomach. Consequently, suffered a miscarriage and had serious stomach pain.’ 
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In supporting this, Hiese et.al (1999) stated that although studies are inconclusive as to whether 
violence is likely to begin or escalate during pregnancy, research has demonstrated that violence 
does not necessarily stop when a woman becomes pregnant. In a worldwide context, one in every 


four women is physically or sexually abused during pregnancy, usually by their partners. 
B_ Sexual Violence 
Rape 


Rape is one of the prevalent GBV across different parts of the world with varied degree of 
prevalence rates that can happen to anyone at any place (Tsegaye, 2015). Sexual violence such as 
rape is when someone is attempting to obtain a sexual act by using force regardless of their 
relationship to the survivor (Basile et al, 2014). Most of the time rape is considered as women 
issue On the contrary a gender analysis explain male on male violence through the gendered 


power structures (Basile et al, 2014). 


A 21 year old girl with disability describe her situation 


“One Monday night, as I was out for toilet at camp, there was a guy who claimed to love 
and nagging me to be his boyfriend ...that day, he suddenly came on to me with a knife 
on his hand. He said ‘you whore; I have asked you to be my girlfriend repeatedly but you 
didn’t listen. Now you leave me no choice except for this (he showed me the knife), if you 
don’t agree to give it to me (sex). I was horrified...as I tried to run, he stabbed me on the 
arm and laid me on the ground with one punch, then he raped me right there on the 


street. After that incidence, I had no choice but to be his girlfriend.” 


This is a result of conflict and crisis creating an environment in which adolescent girls with 
disabilities are more vulnerable to exploitation since perpetrators take advantage of their lack of 
knowledge about sex, violence, and relationships, their extreme isolation, and_ their 
communication limitations ( Pearce et al, 2016: 125). 

In the FGDs interview, Women and girls also mentioned that Bajaj drivers and host community 


perpetrated sexual violence. Participant explains the encounter she had while using Bajaj. 


According to her: 
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Most commonly (I hear) the bad words; they are worse than hitting. Last time I was 
going to “terfam by Bajaj” near to kule refugee Camp, he (the Bajaj driver) opened his 
wallet and told me how much do you want? Does he think we (South Sudan refugee 
women and girls) are inexpensive? Does he think we (South Sudan refugee women and 


girls) are going to sell our honor? So I cannot go by myself? 


According to the above finding of the study Participants believed that sexual violence was fairly 
common out of camp because the severe poverty in the South Sudan refugee community. 
Women and girls in the study area indicated that they feared sexual violence from men in 
different settings: on the streets, at the workplace, and public transportation. Possible 
perpetrators included men with power status over the women and girls (i.e., guards at check 
points, work supervisors, aid agents) or men with whom the women had to interact to receive 


services (i.e., Bajaj drivers and repair men). 


4.7.2 Economic Conditions Exposed Women to GBV 


4.7.2.1 Lack of Job Opportunities 

When refugees are not legally allowed to work in host countries, they often have to seek 
employment in informal sectors. For women, this often means being forced or having to engage 
in prostitution (Naggujja et al. 2014). Although refugees may experience fewer restrictions by 
humanitarian organizations and have more freedom in choosing where to live and work, they 
would face structural violence in the form of social exclusion and discrimination (Morris and 
Ben 2013). 

likewise to the above in Ethiopia refugee where not permitted to work legally but refugees were 
accessing informal jobs but majority were under-employed, unable to find opportunities 
commensurate with their skills, qualifications and experience, such economic hardships are one 
of the key risk factors and proximal impacts for them to be vulnerable to GBV. 

Without permission to work and other means of support, some refugees resort to work in the 
informal economy where they were exposed to increased risks of labor and sexual exploitation, 
others, when unable to find work they forced to engage in sex work for survival with 


transactional sex expected by employers or landlords. (Gelila, 2019) 
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A refugee who was working informally this idea is also confirmed by the FGD seven women 


discuses groups agreed that life in refugee camp difficult to their income generating activities. 


Many women and girlsare liberating camp situation that is all about challenge which is 
not comfortable for living because of many reason especially basic need (food, shelter, 
water, and cloth) are not full filled even though many NGOs were trying to address 
aspects of life here in Kule Refugee camp. Some of study participants put their own 
insights on the issues because they think life is unknown you do known when you leave 
this terrible life and return back to your home land. Others participant reface to camp 
life as imprisonment due to up and down situation specially in terms of protection they 
fell hopeless because many (GBV) that are occurring either among themselves in the 
camp or out of the camp by host community no quick response from concerned body for 
protection. Therefore, many of participants are urging (ARRA) and other NGOs to be 
seriously focusing on peace by influencing our community leaders to look to their 
suffering and leave their interest and make peace prevail for than to return back and 


enjoying prosper life as host community. 
A woman of 45 year with five children stated that 


My husband does not appreciate my work. He said to me it is a waste of time and energy. 
But I know what benefit I have got for by selling ‘mango’. I have got some profit out of it 


and at least my children can eat the ‘mango’ if there is nothing at home to eat. 


Refugee women’s economic situation was major concern and was mentioned frequently as a 
source of major personal strain in the study area. In response to their severe poverty, women use 


several coping strategies including selling different materials like reaction and mango etc. 


4.7.2.2 Refugees Engaged in Sex Work 


Displacement usually results in the loss of financial capital, natural resources and important 
social connections. They often flee with few resources and their family and friend networks are 
disrupted. Women refugees especially may arrive in their new host city with even fewer assets 
than male refugees (Women’s Refugee Commission, 2013). Women’s lack of economic 


resources and education increase their vulnerability to violence (Heise et al., 1994). Poverty lead 
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women and girls into different less conducive activities like commercial sex workers which 
increase their vulnerability to (GBV). also many of the participant where engaged in sex work at 
some time in their life, either occasionally or regularly, as a means of livelihood, which comes 
with its own set of (GBV) vulnerability condition. Participants of the study are refugee street sex 
workers told stories during the interview of being raped and beaten by clients who had lied to 
them about what service they were seeking. Some clients refuse to pay what has been agreed, or 
refuse after the fact to pay anything at all. Refugee’s women’s said that clients often pressure 
them to have unprotected sex. 

Refugee who was engaged in street-sex-work explains this type of job has created a condition for 
her to be Vulnerable to GBV. 


According to a 26 year old refugee street-sex-worker stated: 


“We are struggling because life is not easy, we are living in (Gambella town) and 
everything is expensive. You risk your life every time you go out. You meet a client who 
doesn’t want you to use a condom. You cannot force them. Sometimes they force you ‘if 
you don’t do it (without a condom) I will kill you...’ When they realize you are also 


Refugee women, they treat you like nothing.” 


Another reason for greater vulnerability of street sex refugee women was high chance to go far 
with a client. Having too journey to unknown places, which sometimes includes clients’ homes 
puts street sex refugee women in danger and predisposed to (GBV). 


As one refugee street sex worker stated the following situation: 


Hotel/Bar sex workers don’t need to go faraway with their clients for business because 
they have rooms where they work, but in our case, we are forced to go wherever our 
clients Find suitable sometimes even to their homes because we don’t have the right to 


decide the setting. This is what makes us very susceptible to different assaults as refugee. 


47 


4.7. Socio-cultural Conditions 


4.7.1 Language Barriers 


Refugee situations may impact on gender relations since conflict flight often destroy the fabric of 
communities and families (Carson et al, 2013), leading to a rearranging of the social relations 
under new and different conditions. Moreover, the experience of conflict and flight might affect 
individuals who find it difficult to cope with what they have encountered (Lukunka, 2011) in the 
same way all participants of the study live in an environment of cultural and social make up 
different from the area of South Sudan. 

As it is explained in different literature Socio-cultural situation as a process, are mainly starts 
with the establishment of contact between refugees and host communities. This interaction 
gradually eases barriers to integration and enables the refugees to live alongside with the host 
community that further develops to forming social networks such as marriage and participating 
in different social institutions (Wogene, 2017). 

As it is stated by different scholars Language is the major factors that impact the socio-culture 
situation of refugee’s setting. Therefore Ethiopia's ethnic and cultural diversity has affected 
social relations with refugees. Language and cultural knowledge are perceived to be necessary to 
effectively integrate within the wider community. Being able to speak the main language of the 
host community is, for example, consistently identified as central to the integration process (Age 


et al, 2014). 


According to community Leader from Kule Refugee camp, the refugees face challenges because 
communication and proficiency in local languages. The Leader expressed his idea about the 


challenges that the refugees face as follows; 


“The refugees are facing difficulties when they go to town to buy different materials for 
their life. During this time the host community harassing them with different words like, it 
is after you came here that the price of materials are skyrocketing and how it is possible 
for us to live with you. And also the host community insult them with own language that 
the refugees can’t understand. It is after you came here, that the beauty of our town is 


changing from the former one and places are busy with your rubbishes here and there”. 
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There are also indications interview with key informant show that language as the key condition 
that has a big role in their vulnerability to (GBV) considering the language difference and the 
subsequent communication barriers, and creating social networks among locals and getting by in 


the town is not easy for them. 


According to (UNCHR) protection officer stated how the language barriers are challenging the 

refugees to participate in different activities that they can do. 
“Even though refugees might have the skills needed to make money in town settings by 
participating in trade skills, the language ability to negotiate with the host community 
hinders them not to do so. The refugees face challenges to participate in trade activities 
since they can’t speak and understand the language of the local community. Even if they 
try to speak a little to negotiate with the local community, they don’t want to speak with 
them. The young people among the refugees also want to participate on daily labor works 
and it is because of the language skill problem that they can’t to generate income for 


their life”. 


Absence of Amharic language skills is one of the major obstacles to obtaining informal way 
employment those with poor language skills are likely to have access to a much smaller range of 
employment. The participants responded that language barriers has caused situation they could 
have avoided but couldn’t because they lack Amharic language skills which result for them to be 


vulnerable to GBV. 


Majority of the respondent explained knowing language barriers limit all interactions, including 
the access to service. The interviewee explains Amharic language has a big role and impact on 
their life like getting some sort of work and better socialization with their neighbors in Gambella 
town and around the region refugee remind the situation where she was vulnerable to GBV 
because her inability to communicate with Amharic she explain her inability to speak Amharic 
language often left her to wonder and devoid of some basic protection needs at times when badly 
needed. 
According to a 32 year old refugee sex worker shared the following insights: 

“Sex work life by itself is a rape for me as we don’t get any mental satisfaction from it... 


as refugee sex worker we meet a lot of rape incidences, once we got in to a bed room with 
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a client, and we have no power to defend. Some of them pay for us only for one round sex 
and end up raping us the whole night; some of them agree to pay but finally refuse to do 
so after the sex. Once up on a time, I depressed due to such like violence because this 
event occurred by one of my client. When I go to Gambella police station to find help or 
to report rape with my fellow sex workers from the refugee camp, the fight can range 
over a client I take or to a corner I am standing on. The investigator at the police station 
ask me to bring a translator and I don’t know what they are thinking. How will I find 
translator in the middle of the night, they make it is too hard for me to tell my story how 
and where the attack happened. Because of lack of language I feel Helpless”’ 

From the interviewee language barriers has prevented them from seeking support and have 

negative impacts on refugees’ lives. Language and cultural knowledge to some extent determines 

GBV survivors’ degree of engagement with host communities. Individuals, coming from 


different cultural contexts, often face culture shock upon their arrival to countries of refuge. 


Communication difficulties between officials and refugees create further proximal impacts and 
have serious consequences for both survivors and perpetrators of GBV. For example asking for 
translator when women and girls ‘refugees want to report their case may give the perpetrator to 
have time to escape from the crime place. These circumstances hinder the ability of refugees to 
report and seek redress to their issues. Time and again, the entire process of reporting breaks 
down because the victim is unable to communicate to the authorities, and the authorities on their 
part lack the support of qualified translators to understand the challenges of refugees with GBV 
case. Thus, this incompetence pervades across board, and usually translated as a hopeless and 
helpless situation by the Kule refugee’s women, hence making them more vulnerable to the 
GBV. Understanding the social, and economic systems of a foreign country can be difficult, 
because of the language barrier that exist among refugees. These language barriers not only 
make it harder for refugees to live a life as refugee in Gambella, but also leave them vulnerable 
to social and economic systems they may not fully understand. Barrier to language affect both 


girls and women refugee and led them to situation that make them vulnerable to (GBV). 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


5. Conclusion and Recommendations 
5.1Conclusion 


This study revealed that most of refugee women and girls were exposed to different forms of GBV 
in refugee camp that are committed in different situational settings and by different perpetrators. 
Women experienced physical, economical and sexual violence. Many of them don’t consider 
forced sex as rape if they are married. The forced sexual act proved to be one way in which the 


woman is silenced, controlled and subordinated. 


The justification for forced sex came from cultural, religious and legal points of view. It was 
identified that poverty, alcohol, jealousy and transgression of gender role are the prevalent of 
causes of Gender based violence against women; therefore, the adequate explanatory approach for 
the incidence of Gender based violence is a multi-casual one. In this study, using a social learning 
theory the result of analysis indicated that Gender Based violence is result from interaction 


between personal, economic, social, political, and cultural factors. 


The cultural system predisposes, justifies and perpetuates Gender Based violence. The socio- 
economic standing women predispose them to Gender Based violence and perpetuate their inferior 
status. The political-legal context has not only perpetuated violence but also it is sometimes an 
excuse the occurrence of violence and at other time it does not protect and rehabilitate 


disadvantage women. 


The finding indicated that experience of Gender Based violence against women in kule refugee 
camp puts women at greater risk of a variety of physical, sexually, economically like poverty and 
socio cultural factor affects the refuge women. The effects of experiencing violence also include 
the inability to undertake daily work or social activities. Women perceive the psychological 
consequences of abuse to be even more serious than physical effects. The process of violence 
alters women’s views of themselves, their relationships and their place in the world. A woman’s 
response to abuse is often limited by the alternative existing to her. Some of the reasons women do 


not leave or use effective coping strategies include a lack of support from organization, family and 
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economic hardship, and fear of retaliation from an escalation of abuse by intimate partners. Others 
include their belief that their husband will change for the better, that divorce stigmatizes, and that 
children need their fathers’ In addition, limited access and availability of services, lack of 
knowledge and information about available services, and familial and cultural constraints often 
discourage women from seeking appropriate help and leaving the offensive husband in refugee 
camp . Moreover, women who stay in abusive relationships develops diverse coping skills or 
survival strategies, which include keeping out of the husband’s sight, refusing to engage in an 
argument initiated by the husband or simply leaving the home to avoid a probable violent incident, 
enduring. Women and girl at kule refugee camp considered themselves submissive and tolerant 
while men are perceived as aggressive, intolerant. Despite these situations, there were women who 
decided to leave permanently the violent husbands. Divorce is one of the active coping strategies 
for women in abusive relationships, but is only taken when women realize that the abuse is getting 
higher in frequency or severity, that their abusive partner will not change, and when violence 
begins to take effect on the children as well as emotional and economical support of family and 
friends, however, after divorce they face a lot of social and economic problem. By giving voice to 


abused women, this study represents a step forward. 


The researcher anticipate that this process of understanding cultural meanings of Gender Based 
violence and individual perceptions, attitudes and responses is an important base for developing 
appropriate interventions for violence reduction and prevention in Ethiopia Refugee camps . 
Moreover, further studies including Child attitude perception and experiences in Gender Based 


violence would provide a wider view on these issues. 


5.2. Recommendation 

It is assumed by the researcher that, unless the condition of Kule Refugee camp, women and girls 
is changed, many women and girls in these areas will be exposed to various social evils. 
Governmental and Non-governmental organizations should give enough attention for Refugee 
women and girls. They should hear the voices of the voiceless women and girls in the research 
areas. Based on the above conclusion and the research findings, therefore the following are 
recommended for Governmental and Non-governmental organizations and other concerned 


bodies for immediate and long-term intervention. 
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> Family as a pillar unit of the society in shaping the behavior of human beings through 
socialization. Each new born child learns that male dominant and female subordinate is a 
normal phenomenon, taken for granted which he will apply in the same manner in his own 
family when he grows up. Finally, subordination of women and girls starts develops and 
perpetuated in the family. Therefore, changing the bad attitude of the families is important. 
For this to happen, gender equality committees in which NGO’s, mass organizations, 
religious leader and community leaders in refugee camps , grass root level administrations in 
Refugee camp, teachers, are members, should be organized at Kule Refugee camp. The 
Committee should have its working schedules and plans. It should also be supported by 
Governmental and Non-governmental organizations. Regular follow up should also be made 
by NGO’s and Governmental organizations like ARRA, UNHCR, IMC, The purpose of this 
committee is to create awareness on gender equality in the families and the communities in 
the studies area. 

> Gender Based Violence against women is a severe problem in Ethiopia Refuges camps. 
Women and girls are daily suffering from it simply because of the sex they are born with 
Therefore, to address the problem effectively, anti-violence policy has to be formulated for 
refugee women at camps. For this to happen advocacy works on this issue have to be made. 

>» The role of Ethiopian women lawyers Association in defending the right of women is 
paramount. But as this Association has no structure at refugee levels its service is almost non 
-existent. Especially in refugee communities where women and girls are afraid to come and 
tell their cases to the law enforcement bodies the existence of such Association is important. 
Therefore, the Association has to open its branches in some refugee camps of the refugee 
communities. 

> Further research studies on Gender-Based-violence (GBV) should be conducted by the 


academicians and staffs of NGOs and GOs in the refugee camps. 
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Appendix I 
Preamble 


Jimma University 
College Of Social Science and Humanities 


My name is BikilaTesfaye; I am studying sociology of family and Gender (MA program) at 
Jimma University. Currently I’m conducting thesis paper entitled ‘‘Gender Based Violence 
(GBV) against women in Kule camp at Gambella regional states in Itangworeda. In this regard, 
my title will focus on the Gender Based Violence (GBV) and the types of violence, sources of 
violence at camp and out camps andto explore the risk factors for the vulnerability women in 
Kule Refugee Camp. I kindly request your willingness to participate in the interview, give your 
response. When I conduct the interviews, if you don’t mind I will record the conversation not to 
miss useful information. The information I will record will be deleted after the end of my study 
and I assure you that any information you will give is kept confidential and used only for 
academic purpose. Your name and profile will not be mentioned in the study. You can ask any 


question during the interview session and you can skip question that you don’t fill comfortable. 


Thank you for your invaluable time and cooperation! 


Appendix IT 
Consent Form refugees to participate in the study. 

In-depth interview with women refugee 
1. What are the forms or (types) of GBV against women at refugee camp? 
2 How do you describe the prevalence of gender based violence against women in refugee camp? 
3. Have you experience of gender based violence Kule refugee camp? What is/are the forms of 
violence that you had faced at camp? 
4. What do you think are the conditions that exposed women refugee to gender based violence in 
refugee camp? 
5. Have you ever experienced any form of racial, cultural or religious harassment? If so, 
Describe such incidents? 
6. Source of GBV in the Camp and Out of camps? 
7. Would you ever talk to anyone if you personally face GBV or witnessed it? 
8. Do you feel confident to share with me details about the case with regard to GBV? If yes, by 
whom did the GBV happen? When did the GBV happen? Where did it happen? Why do you 
think it happen to you? And what type of GBV happen? 
9. Any additional points/opinions/ideas you have related to the issue of GBV? 


FGD guide for refugee women 


1. How is life in refugee camp? 
2. Is life in refugee camp harder for women than men? 
3. Do you think women are vulnerable toGBV? 
4. If your response for 3 is “yes” 
5. Are women vulnerable to GBV? 
- In refugee camp? 
- Out of camps? 
6. What forms of GBV violence women are suffering? 
-In refugee camps? 


-Out of refugee camp 


— 


. Has the seriousness of GBV against women refugee 


(oe) 


. Which age groups are more affected by gender based violence? 


9. Why these age groups are more affected by GBV? 
10. What is the source of GBV? 


- In refugee camps? 


- Out of refugee camps? 


11 What are the obstacles be it cultural, language and other values while living in Gambella? 


How and in what way these barriers did make you to Gender Based violence (GBV)? 


Key informants interviews guides for Gender related in organization. 


Part one (1) International medical crop (IMC) 


ie 
2: 


AV. eh ee 


What are the major causes and contributing factors that put women refugees at risk of GBV? 
What forms of GBV is reported? Who are the perpetrators mostly reported against? Are they 
fellow refugees, host communities, or family? Are you aware of the reasons and root causes 
why these individuals or groups commit GBV against kule refugee’s women? 

Does your organization create awareness on GBV? If yes, how often does your organization 
create awareness for the refugees about GBV? 

How are the magnitude / prevalence of GBV against refugee women? 

Which groups are more affected by GBV? (Younger girls, married, unmarried, divorced). 
Why these age groups are more affected by GBV? 

From your experience are the perpetrators fellow refugees, from the host communities, or 
family members? Are you aware of what drives offenders to commit GBV against women 
refugees? 

Are there professional/counseling/medical services available also a follow up mechanism to 
support victims from you or other organizations you are aware of? 

Are there GBV cases you are aware of? From your professional experience what would 

You consider root causes of GBV against south Soudan refugees? Any special reason why 
South Soudan refuges women are more vulnerable to GBV? What is the condition that led 


them to be vulnerable? Explain 


Part two (2) UNHCR- Protection officer 


What does a protection officer at UNHCR under take? 

1 Are there GBV cases you are aware of? From your professional experience what would you 
consider root causes of GBV against women refugees? 

2 What is the source of GBV - In refugee camps and - Out of refugee camps? 

3 From your experience are the perpetrators fellow refugees, from the host communities, or 
family members? Are you aware of what drives offenders to commit GBV against women 
refugees? 

4Does your organization creates awareness on GBV? If yes, how often does your organization 
create awareness for the refugees about GBV? 

5 which form of GBV are highly reported? 

Part 3: ARRA protection officer 

What role does an ARRA protection officer play in the fight against GBV? 

1 Who are the perpetrators mostly reported against? Are they fellow refugees, host communities, 
or family? Are you aware of the reasons and root causes why these individuals or groups commit 
(GBV) against women refugees? 

2 Are there any mechanisms for reporting and encouraging women to report cases of GBV 
generally and reporting to ARRA in particular? What do you suggest to effectively control or 
minimize the prevalence of gender based violence? 


3 Does reporting differ depending on nationality? Which nationality reports GBV most? Why 


Part 4: Community Leader 


1 From your experience are the perpetrators fellow refugees, from the host communities, or 
family members? Are you aware of what drives offenders to commit GBV against 
women refugees? 

2 Are there GBV cases you are aware of? From your experience what would 

You consider root causes of GBV against south Soudan refugee’s women? Any special 

reason why South Soudan refuges are more vulnerable to GBV? What is the condition that 


led them to be vulnerable? Explain 
FGD guide for refugee men 


1 Do you think women are vulnerable to GBV? 
2. If your response for in 3 is “yes” 


3. Are women vulnerable to GBV? 


4. What are the obstacles be it Poverty, Lack of awareness on women’s rights and other values while 
living in Gambella? How and in what way these barriers did make women refugee to Gender 


Based violence (GBV)? 


